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ESTHER LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
        November 2026 Newsletter 

“Knowing Christ – Making Christ Known Through Faith, Hope and Love.” 

11019 625th Ave – Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 Church Phone:  218-338-2171 
Website: www.estherlutheran.com     Office Email: secretary@estherlutheran.net 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/estherlutheran 
 

 
Last Sunday we had the joy of celebrating with five young people as they affirmed their baptism. They shared their faith statements 
with us and declared their intention to continue growing in their faith and following Jesus. It was a wonderful reminder that confirmation 
classes are just a short time in a lifelong journey of walking together in faith and a time of intentionality to grow our understanding of 
what it means to be baptized into the family of God. 
 
As we begin November, we take intentional time on All Saints’ Sunday to remember those who have gone before us, trusting in the 
promise of eternal life that God gives us in baptism. We remember the people whose lives have touched ours, the faith they shared, the 
love they gave, and the ways they helped shape who we are today. As we remember our loved ones who have passed, we remember 
our baptismal promises – both the ones given to us by God and the ones made by us. A glimpse of this connection can be found in one 
of our scripture readings for All Saints’ Sunday, 1 John 3:1, we hear these beautiful words: 
 
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that is what we are.” 
 
What a powerful reminder of whose we are. We belong to God. Not because of anything we have done or accomplished, but because 
God first loved us and claimed us as God’s own. 
 
And that matters. It matters not just on Sunday mornings, but our response to God’s love shows up in the way we live every day. As 
children of God, we are called to follow Jesus. We are called to let our faith shape the decisions we make, the words we speak, and the 
ways we treat one another. In a sense, our baptism gets in the way of how we think or act. It reminds us that life isn’t just about what is 
best for me, what I want, or what benefits me. We belong to God, and that changes how we see the world and the people around us. 
 
This is especially important as we enter a month when we make decisions together that affect our communities, our state, and our 
nation. The choices we make, both individually and collectively, reach far beyond ourselves. They affect our neighbors, our 
communities, and even the wider world. As we make those decisions, perhaps it is worth asking ourselves: Do these choices reflect 
whose we are? Do they reflect the love, compassion, justice, and care that Jesus calls us to live out? Being a child of God 
doesn’t mean we will always agree with one another or make every decision perfectly. But it does mean remembering that the people 
around us are also children of God, deserving of dignity, care, and respect. 
 
There are opportunities this month to put our faith into action at Esther as we make porch pots together on November 7th to give to 
members of our community, or we join in the fun and fellowship when we make lefse together on November 20th and 21st. But we also 
have the opportunities to gather as a wider community this month, too. 
 
On November 18th, we invite you to gather for a free community meal at the Miltona Community Center. This event gives us a chance 
to serve, visit, share a meal, and spend time with people throughout our wider community. It is a simple but meaningful way to build 
connections and strengthen the community we share. 
 
Thanksgiving Eve is another chance for our entire community to join together for worship at First Lutheran in Parkers Prairie. 
Regardless of which church we attend, we are part of one body of Christ. Invite your friends and neighbors. This is a beautiful 
opportunity to gather together, worship together giving thanks for the many gifts God has given us, and celebrate the strong, caring 
community in which we are blessed to live. 
 
As we move through November, may we remember those who have gone before us, give thanks for those who walk alongside us 
today, and live with the assurance of God’s promise for tomorrow. We are children of God. We belong to God. May that promise shape 
not only what we believe, but how we live our lives together. 
Peace, Jewel

Remembering Whose We Are 
 

http://www.estherlutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@estherlutheran.net
http://www.facebook.com/estherlutheran
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
Jerry Anderson                   Kristy Fyhrie            
Larry Sather                       Joan Burquest                   
Dennis Rosenquist             Lois Rosenquist                        
Ricky Hart                          Sara Skoglund 
Steph Stueve 
Denny Hagen – uncle of Mark Ratajesak 
Rev. Bruce Miller- father of Karin Wagner 
Marg Peterson -friend of the Thoms 
Gary Borst – friend of the Andersons 
Shirley Nesges – friend of the Thoms 
Joyce Muyres – friend of the Thoms 
Bev Guse-Ohlrech – friend of the Pedersons 
Kim Casavan – friend of Mandy Arvidson 
Karen Schlosser – mother of Justin Schlosser 
Pete Baugh – brother-in-law of Pr. Ken Bowman 
Barb Hoyhtya – friends of the Thoms 
Dirk Bergquist – friend of Esther members  
Jeramie Harris – friend of the Townsends 
David Meidinger – cousin of Jewel Townsend 
Al Ratajesak – uncle of Mark Ratajesak 
Family and Friends of: Bruce Carter, Gary Willie, Connie 
Pesta, Kathy Wilkins, Jim Schlosser, Leroy Olson, Dale 
Flemming, Wally Schlosser, Carter Stockert, Woodrow 
Peery, and Wes Hoyhtya 

 
2026 Proposed Budget  $107,114.00 
Actual contributions YTD as of  
9/30/26    $69,993.50 
Budgeted contributions as of  
9/30/26    $80,335.50 
Difference YTD as of 9/30/26: $-10,342.00 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Kathy Mittag  11/03 
John Skoglund  11/03 
Sharon Carlson  11/05 
Steven Dobratz  11/06 
Amy Stanley  11/06 
Wyatt Arvidson  11/06 
Tessa Arvidson  11/07 
Trent Hagen  11/09 
Bob Aldrich  11/10 
Hunter McQuiston 11/11 
Ricky Hart  11/19 
Nolan Hart  11/19 
Patrick Wambeke 11/20 
Dan Klimek  11/20 
Lacey Carlson  11/21 
Allen Nordlund  11/21 
Ryan Hart  11/23 
Sabrina Aldrich  11/26 
Keegan Skoglund 11/27 
Autumn Dobratz  11/29 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE – If you or someone you know 
would like a visit and for emergency pastoral care, 

please contact Jewel Townsend at 320-760-2503 
 

 
 

SERVING IN NOVEMBER 
Pastor:  Nov 1- SAM Jewel Townsend, Nov 8-SAM Jewel 
Townsend, Nov 15-Pr. Dennis Preston, Nov 22-Pr. Greg 
Billberg, Nov 29- Pr. Ken Bowman 
Organists: Marcia Guenther 
Altar Care: Donna Pederson 
Usher: NEED VOLUNTEER 
Acolyte: Nov 1- Sawyer Ratajesak, Nov 8-NEED 
VOLUNTEER, Nov 15-NEED VOLUNTEER, Nov 22- 
Sawyer Ratajesak, Nov 29-Sawyer Ratajesak 
Lay Reader: Chris Carter  
Communion Assistant: Chris Carter 
Birthday Card Sender: Confirmation Class 
_____________________________________________ 
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SCHEDULE NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 
 

Nov. 4 – 6 pm: Pizza & Movie Night: “Luther” Part 1: 
Parents & Mentors are invited to attend 
Nov.11 – 6 pm: Pizza & Movie Night: “Luther” Part 2: 
Parents & Mentors are invited to attend  
Nov.18 – 6 pm: Meal: Chase Stueve: Review of Ten 
Commandments 
Nov.25 – NO CONFIRMATION 
Dec.2-  5:15 pm: Meal: Provided by St. William’s. 
Decorate for the holiday – Seasons of the Church Year 
Dec.9 - -6 pm: Mentor & Student Potluck – Spiritual 
Practices an handout Spiritual Gifts Assessment 
Dec.16-6 pm: Christmas Potluck and Fun Night 
Dec.23- NO CONFIRMATION 
Dec.30- NO CONFIRMATION 

 
 

Porch Pot Making Event at Kathy 
Mittag’s November 7th at 9 am! 
ALL are welcome! We look forward to 

a fun morning of creativity and 
fellowship! 

Kathy’s address: 20543 Cattail Dr NE 
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 

 
________________________________ 
 

Get your lefse ready for the 
holidays! Pre-order forms 

are available in the 
Narthex. Submit your 

orders by November 30th. 
You can also place an  

order by calling 
Lana Doll at 218-280-6326 

 
 

Join us for TWO lefse making days: 
First Event: 

November 20th at 5 pm 
November 21st at 8 am 

 
Second Event: 

December 4th at 5 pm 
December 5th at 8 am 

Youth are selling 2027 
calendars! Cost $10. There 
will be a sign up sheet in the 

Narthex. Orders due by 
November 29th. 

 

 
 

 
 
We will be decorating for the 
Christmas Season following 
worship on Sunday, November 
22nd. Any help is appreciated! 
 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday, 
November 18,  
4:30-6:30 pm 
at the Miltona 
Community Center. 
Serving chili, 
cornbread and 
brownies. 
All are welcome! 

 
 
 

Community Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 

Wednesday, November 25, 6:30 pm 
at First Lutheran Church in Parkers Prairie 

hosted by First, Faith and  
Esther Lutheran Churches. 

Pie and fellowship following worship. 
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Our last meeting was held on October 11th, 2026. 
We have in our checking account $3,752.42 and our 
memorial/savings fund has $ 6,853.05. 
 
The Domestic Violence Luncheon was held on October 
14th, Clara and Chuck Pogose, Jewel Townsend, Megan 
Townsend, Christy Hart, Dick and Luella Thom attended 
the event. Always sad to hear how many women, men, 
children are murdered in domestic violence situations. 
There are always 20 plus every year that are named and 
honored during the luncheon. We ALL NEED TO MAKE 
SURE WE ARE THERE TO HELP! 
 
Jewel and I attended the Conference 8 Fall Gathering at 
Grace Lutheran. Grace Lutheran does not have a 
WELCA unit, but the ladies hosted all of us. They did a 
great job. The speaker they had from International Health 
Partners of Tanzania. It was very interesting to hear how 
they started and maintain many hospitals in Tanzania. 
They had brought many items; jewelry, pictures, wall 
hangings, etc. with them that were made from the people 
in Tanzania. 
 
I attended a Leadership Training session in Little Norway 
Lutheran Church in rural Fertile, MN. Our theme was God 
is Woven into our Hearts. We had a speaker who showed 
us how to make Norwegian sweaters. She raises her own 
sheep and weaves her own wool to make sweaters. 
 
Porch Pot Making will be on November 7th at Kathy 
Mittag’s starting at 9:00 am. Bring pots, decorations,  
greenery, or anything that can be used for making pots; 
both real and artificial. Marcia has 34-gallon cans she is 
painting to use. Christy has gotten us a bunch of gallon 
plastic containers as well as some quart containers to 
use. 
 
On November 20th at 5 pm we start the lefse making by 
peeling, cooking, and ricing the potatoes and get them in 
the refrigerator to cool for Saturday. All are welcome!  
 
On November 21st at 8 am we roll, cook, package, freeze 
the lefse. Again, all are welcome! 
 
On December 4th at 5 pm we start the second batch of 
lefse making by peeling, cooking, ricing the potatoes,  
                                                                                      

and get them in the refrigerator to cool for Saturday. All 
are welcome! 
 
On December 5th at 8 am the second batch to roll, cook, 
package, freeze the lefse. All are Welcome. 
 
December 6th is the Christmas Market and Soup and 
Sandwich Luncheon. Hope you are making things to 
bring to the Christmas market. We start serving at 11:00 
am. 
 

WELCA is also helping serve Confirmation suppers: 
January 13th: Naomi Circle 
January 20th: Martha Circle 
February 3rd: Ruth Circle  

 
On Saturday, April 10th Esther Lutheran will be hosting 
the Conference 8 Spring Gathering. We would like to ask 
all of you to please put this date on your calendar. It 
cycles back about every 6 years for us to host the 
gathering. We will work to come up with a theme, 
speaker, food, etc., but will need help making this work. 
We last hosted in the fall of 2021. We had great help from 
many of you to pull this off. We will have 60-80 people 
attending. It will start with registration at 8:15 am with 
coffee and goodies. At 9:00 am we start with devotions, 
then business meeting, speaker, and lunch. We usually 
have lunch at noon, and then it is clean up. 
 
Our next meeting will be Sunday, November 8th. Could 
we start at 8:00 am to give us a little extra time as we 
finalize everything for December 6th. 
 
Luella Thom, President 
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We are looking for a dependable person 
who will take pride in keeping our church a 
beautiful place for everyone to gather and 

worship. Position will start on March 1, 
2027. Please contact a member of Council if 

interested. 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
Nov. 8 – 9 am 
Nov. 15- 9 am 
Nov. 22 – 9 am – Christmas Program Practice 
Nov. 29- NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Dec. 6 – 9 am – Christmas Program Practice 
Dec. 13- 8:30 am - Christmas Program 
Practice and Program to follow in Worship at 
10 am 
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What’s your congregation’s next faithful step? 

Your congregation has gifts to share: people who care, relationships 
built over time, and knowledge of the community you call home. How 

might God be inviting you to put those gifts to work? 
 

Rethinking Rural Ministry offers pastors, deacons, Synod 
Authorized Ministers, and lay leaders time to explore that question 

together. During this workshop, participants will practice ways to listen 
to God, their neighbors, and one another. They’ll explore curiosity as 

a spiritual practice and learn simple tools for reflecting on their 
congregation’s spiritual, financial, missional, and human energy. The 
day will include prayerful reflection, encouragement from other rural 
leaders, and practical approaches to discerning a next faithful step. 

Participants will also have the option to sign up for ongoing mentoring 
calls or an in-person consultation. Consider attending with another 

leader from your congregation. Learning together gives you a shared 
place to begin when you return home. 

 
SAM Jewel will be attending this event and welcomes others to attend 

with her. 
 

Saturday, November 14 | 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

1401 Madison Ave, Detroit Lakes, MN, 56501 
Cost: $15 

Learn more and register 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1401+Madison+Ave,+Detroit+Lakes,+MN,+56501?entry=gmail&source=g
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F3XxEoBExdnj%3Fe%3D4a9d336194%26c2id%3Dfa81d1b86d1739f0ec87e6afa87edd2c&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cfad535156487498557af08df35c06884%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639288772638787443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XkkT3%2FURmKjgAPJ1CTxM9s4y%2BMaDsQaCjEJ%2FLdHIHJg%3D&reserved=0
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Busy Youth, Big Things 
Happening! 
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November 2026 “Knowing Christ-Making Christ Known through Faith, Hope and Love” 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
  

1 All Saints Day 
Fellowship before & after worship 
9 am – Sunday School 
9:15 am – Behold Connect/Reflect 
10 am – Worship w/Holy Communion led by SAM 
Jewel 
2 pm Worship at St. William’s 
 

2 3 4 
Confirmation 
6 pm – Pizza & Movie 
Night: “Luther” Part 1 

5 6 
 

7 
Porch Pot Making at 
Kathy Mittag’s 
9 am  

8 Twenty Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Fellowship before & after worship 
8:30 am – WELCA 
9 am – Sunday School 
10 am- Worship led by SAM Jewel Townsend 
2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 
 

9 10 11 
Confirmation 
6 pm – Pizza & Movie 
Night: “Luther” Part 2 

12 13 14 
Rethinking Rural Ministry 
at Trinity Lutheran in DL 
10 am – 2 pm  

15 Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Fellowship before & after worship 
9 am –Sunday School 
9:15 am – Behold Connect/Reflect 
10 am – Worship w/Holy Communion led by Pr. 
Dennis Preston 
2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 
 

16 17 18 
Confirmation 
6 pm – Meal: 
Chase Stueve: Review 
of Ten 
Commandments 
Community Meal at 
Miltona Community 
Center 
4:30 pm-6:30 pm 

19 20 
First Lefse Making 
5 pm  

21 
First Lefse Making 
8 am 

22 Twenty Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Fellowship before & after worship 
9 am – Sunday School  
9:15 – Behold Connect/Reflect 
10 am- Worship led by Pr. Greg Billberg 
11 am – Decorate Church for Christmas 
2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 
 

23 24 25  Newsletter 
Articles due to office 
NO CONFIRMATION 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Service at First 
Lutheran in PP 
6:30 pm 

26 

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING! 

 

27 28 
 
 

29 First Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship before & after worship 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:15 – Behold Connect/Reflect 
10 am- Worship led by Pr. Ken Bowman 
2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 
 

30 Dec 1 2 
Confirmation 
5:15 pm – Meal at St. 
William’s Living Center  
Help decorate for the 
holidays 
 

3 4 
Second Lefse Making 
5 pm 
 

5 
Second Lefse Making 
8 am 

Join us each Sunday for Fellowship Before & After Worship!  
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Esther Lutheran Church 
11019 625th Ave   
Parkers Prairie, MN 56361   
 
 
If you would like to be on our email list, please contact 
secretary@estherlutheran.net 
 
Visit our website at estherlutheran.com 
 
Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/estherlutheran/ 
 
We encourage you to keep up on the happenings of 
our synod and the ELCA, along with our partner 
ministries, by going to our website 
www.estherlutheran.com and clicking on the “Faith 
Formation Resources” tab to find many great 
resources waiting for you to explore, including our 
synod newsletter “Northern Lights” 

 
 

mailto:secretary@estherlutheran.net

