
 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 

Esther Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Knowing Christ – Making Christ Known Through Faith, Hope & Love 

 

 

Introduction: 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before 

the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we 

forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of 

forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be 

signs of reconciliation in the world. 

 

PRELUDE 
BELL  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BEHOLD WEEKLY CHALLENGE QUESTION 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
Please stand as you are able 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP: 
P:  The sea looks at God and flees.  
C:  Great is our God!  
P:  The mountains skip like rams.  
C:  Great is our God!  
P:  The earth trembles at your presence, O God!  
C:  Great is our God! 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C:   Amen. 



 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 
P:  We confess our sins before God and one another.  
 

Pause for silence and reflection.  
 
P:  Merciful God,  
 
C:  You show us how to live as your servants, yet we act as though your 

teaching applies to everyone else but us. We pass judgment on others, 
devalue ourselves and disrespect your creation. Show us the way back to 
the path which leads to life, and help us repair the damage we have 
caused to our relationships, ourselves and this earth, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.  

 
P:  Through God’s love we are forgiven, and all things are being made new 

through Christ. God’s grace is enough to cover us and make us whole again, 
to live and serve another day. Let us rejoice that our God is full of mercy!  

 
C: Amen. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN: “Earth and All Stars!” (ELW 731) 

 
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!   
 

Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
2 Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!   



 
Refrain 

 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
3 Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Limestone and beams! Loud building workers! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!   
 

Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
4 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test tubes! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Athlete and band! Loud cheering people! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!   
 

Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!   
 

Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 
Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
*GREETING: 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 



C:  And also with you. 
*KYRIE: sung (ELW pg. 213) 
 
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 
Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. 
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” (ELW pg. 213) 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest; 
glory to God, glory to God, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest; 
glory to God, glory to God, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest; 
glory to God, glory to God, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 



For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Glory to God, glory to God, 
glory to God in the highest; 
glory to God, glory to God, 
and peace to God’s people on earth, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P:  Holy One,  
C:  Your mercy is beyond our understanding. Teach us how to be gracious as 

you yourself show grace to all, for the sake of Jesus Christ our savior. 
Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
FIRST READING: GENESIS 50:15-21 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime 
they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God 

used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then 
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 
slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 



order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. Here ends the first reading. 

 
PSALM 103: [1-7] 8-13  ~ Congregation reads the bold 
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 

 
1Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 
2Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 
3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
 
4who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and 
mercy;  
 
5who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an 
eagle’s. 
 
6O Lord, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 
7You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.  
 
8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love;  
 
9you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our 
iniquities. 
 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love 
for those who fear you. 
 
12As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions 
from us. 
 



13As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those 
who fear you, O Lord.  
 

 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps 
us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do 
not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for 

all of us and will judge each of us. 
 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed 
them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe 
the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they 
give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks 
to God. 7For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God.” 12So then, each one of us will be held accountable. Here ends the 
second reading. 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (ELW pg. 216) 
 
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 18:21-35 



When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable 
that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him, 25and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be 
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing 
him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father 
will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” The word of the Lord…Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME & SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” (ELW 708) 

 
Refrain 

 Jesu, Jesu, 
fill us with your love, 

 show us how to serve  
the neighbors we have from you. 

 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 



 silently washes their feet, 
 master who acts as a slave to them.   
 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 
 
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
 varied in color and race, 
 neighbors are nearby and far away.   
 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 
 
3 These are the ones we will serve, 
 these are the ones we will love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and you.   
 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 
 
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
 silently washing their feet: 
 this is the way we will live with you.   
 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  



the neighbors we have from you. 
 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING: Congregation reads the BOLD  

  
L: We give thanks for all students, from our youngest learners to our college 
students, as they begin a new school year. 
C: May they grow in body, mind, and spirit, with a love of learning, confidence in 
their gifts, and joy in discovering new things. 
  
L: Be especially near to those who are struggling with this transition or facing 
challenges at school. 
C: Remind them that they are never alone. May they find acceptance, 
encouragement, and love through friends, teachers, and family. 
  
L: We give thanks for all who teach, serve, guide, transport, and care for our 
students. 
C: Give them patience, wisdom, creativity, and strength to meet the needs of 
and to recognize the unique gifts within each student. 
  
L: Bless those who lead our schools and make decisions that affect students, 
families, and communities. 
C: Guide them with wisdom, compassion, and courage, that their work may help 
every student learn, grow, and feel valued. 
  
L: We give thanks for those who nurture the faith of our young people through 
teaching, mentoring, and example. 
C: Bless their ministry and remind us that we are all part of one another’s faith 
journey. Help us to share our gifts and learn from one another. 
  
L: We give thanks for parents and caregivers as they begin another school year 
filled with new routines, opportunities, firsts, and lasts. 
C: Give them patience, strength, wisdom, and compassion. Help us as a 
congregation to surround them with encouragement and support as they guide 
the next generation. 
  



L: We remember with gratitude those who are no longer with us, giving thanks for 
the joy and love they brought into our lives. 
C: May we carry their love and legacy with us, sharing that same love with those 
we meet. 
  
L: Bless this congregation and make us a place where all are welcome, where 
everyone can belong, and where there is room for those who know you and those 
who are still seeking you. 
C: Fill our hearts and renew our spirits, so that we may go into the world as your 
hands and feet, caring for your creation and its people. May we know you, Lord, 
and make you known through our faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED: (ELW pg. 217) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 



P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Please be seated 
 

 
OFFERING 

We thank you for our gifts of time, talent, and treasure that help this 
congregation, to continue our ministry together, and to make Christ known in 

our communities and the world. 
 

OFFERING HYMN: “In My Father’s House” 
 
1 Come and go with me to my Father’s house,  

To my Father’s house, to my Father’s house, 
Come and go with me to my Father’s house, 
Where there’s joy, joy, joy. 

 
2 It’s not very far to my Father’s house, 
 To my Father’s house, to my Father’s house, 
 It’s not very far to my Father’s house 
 Where there’s joy, joy, joy. 
 
3 Jesus is the way to my Father’s house,  
 To my Father’s house, to my Father’s house, 
 Jesus is the way to my Father’s house 
 Where there’s joy, joy, joy. 
 
Arr. 1888 by Lillenas Publishing Company (SESAC). All right’s reserved. 
Administered by The Copyright Company, 40 Music Square East, Nashville, TN 37203 

 
Please stand as you are able 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
P: God of creation, 
C: You send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 

from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 



abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER: sung (CLH 632)  
 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*GRANDPARENTS BLESSING: Congregation reads the bold 
 
P:  Gracious God, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the God of every 

generation. Today, we pause to honor the sacred links of family and faith, 
weaving together the wisdom of our elders and the promise of our youth. 

C: Your faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
P: We praise you for our grandparents and elders. We thank you for their 

guiding hands, their steady prayers, and the patient love they pour into our 
lives. Sustain them in health, fill them with Your joy, and let them know how 
deeply they are cherished. 

C:  Lord, bless them and let them be a crown of glory. 
 
P: We hold close in our hearts today those grandparents who are no longer 

with us in body, but whose love remains forever engraved on our souls and 
shapes who we are. We thank You for the seeds of faith they planted in us. 
We rest in the comfort that they are secure in Your eternal embrace. 

C:  We give thanks for their memory, which is a lasting blessing. 
 
P: As autumn begins and our children and youth settle into a new school year, 

we pray that the wisdom of our elders will ground them. May our young 



people look to their grandparents for strength, and may our elders find joy 
and renewal in the energy of the young. 

C:  Knit our hearts together across the generations. 
 
P:  Bind our families in mutual love, patience, and respect. Help us to listen to 

one another, to learn from one another, and to pass on the torch of faith 
undimmed. 

C:  Guide us to walk together as one family in Christ. 
 
P: Go forth now into the world, surrounded by the love of those who came 

before you, supported by the family of faith around you, and led by the Holy 
Spirit within you. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to our neighbor in need 

 
*BLESSING: 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
THREE FOLD AMEN 
 
*SENDING HYMN: “Borning Cry” (ELW 732) 

 
1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 
 I'll be there when you are old. 
 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
 to see your life unfold. 
 I was there when you were but a child, 
 with a faith to suit you well; 
 in a blaze of light you wandered off 
 to find where demons dwell." 
 
2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 
 I was there to cheer you on; 



 you were raised to praise the living Lord, 
 to whom you now belong. 
 If you find someone to share your time 
 and you join your hearts as one, 
 I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 
 from dusk till rising sun." 
 
3 "In the middle ages of your life, 
 not too old, no longer young, 
 I'll be there to guide you through the night, 
 complete what I've begun. 
 When the evening gently closes in 
 and you shut your weary eyes, 
 I'll be there as I have always been, 
 with just one more surprise." 
 
4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 
 I'll be there when you are old. 
 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
 to see your life unfold." 
 
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 
 

*DISMISSAL: 
P:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Jerry Anderson                   Kristy Fyhrie            
Larry Sather                       Joan Burquest                   
Dennis Rosenquist             Lois Rosenquist                        
Ricky Hart                          Sara Skoglund 
Cheryl Farber – mother of Melissa Schlosser 
Rev. Bruce Miller- father of Karin Wagner 
Marg Peterson -friend of the Thoms 
Gary Borst – friend of the Andersons 
Shirley Nesges – friend of the Thoms 
Bev Lorine – mother of Mandy Arvidson 
Joyce Muyres – friend of the Thoms 



Bev Guse-Ohlrech – friend of the Pedersons 
Allison Dotzler – friend of Kathy Mittag 
Becky Yttrie – friend of the Townsends 
Kim Casavan – friend of Mandy Arvidson 
Karen Schlosser – mother of Justin Schlosser 
Pete Baugh – brother-in-law of Pr. Ken Bowman 
Chris Clapshaw – step-brother of Mark Ratajesak 
Wes & Barb Hoyhtya – friends of the Thoms 
Patrick Suchy – cousin of Mandy Arvidson 
Audrey Plessner - sister of Kathy Mittag 
Family and Friends of: Katie Jahnke, Colleen Burquest, Doug Tvedt, 
Jerry Pogose, Terry Burns, Bruce Carter, Gary Willie, Connie Pesta, 
Kathy Wilkins, Ivy Christensen, Jim Schlosser, Leroy Olson, Dale 
Flemming, Wally Schlosser, and Carter Stockert 

  
THIS WEEK AT ESTHER 

  
Sunday, September 13th – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday Fellowship Before and After Worship 
8:30 am – WELCA 
9 am – Sunday School begins! 
10 am – Worship led by Pastor Billberg – Back to School/Backpack/Grandparents 
Day Blessing during worship 
2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 
 
Wednesday, September 16th  
6 pm – Confirmation Get-to-Know You Potluck & Planning Night 
 
Friday, September 18th 
38th Annual NW MN SWO Convention in Crookston 
Pribula/Howard Rehearsal  
 
Saturday, September 19th  
38th Annual NW MN SWO Convention in Crookston 
Pribula/Howard Wedding  
 
Sunday, September 20th – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 



Sunday Fellowship Before and After Worship 
9 am - Sunday School 
9:15 am – Behold Connect & Reflect: Coffee & Conversation 
10 am – Worship with Holy Communion led by SAM Jewel Townsend 
11 am – Youth Meeting 
11 am – 9th Grade Confirmation Student Meeting 
2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 

*NEWS AND NOTES* 
  

Check out the Esther Calendar on our website to stay up to date 
on everything happening! Go to estherlutheran.com and click on 

“Esther Calendar.” 
     

Confirmation classes will begin again in September with a Get-to- Know-You 
Potluck and Planning Night on Wednesday, September 16th at 6:00 pm. Students 
and their parents are invited to attend. We welcome everyone from 7th grade 
through adults to join the class, whether you are preparing for confirmation, have 
already been confirmed, or would simply like a refresher on the faith. For more 
information or to sign up, please contact Jewel Townsend. 
  
38th Annual NW MN SWO Convention will be held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Crookston, MN on September 18-19th. 
  
Connect & Reflect: Coffee & Conversation will be held on Sundays starting on 
September 20th at 9:15 – 9:40 am. We invite you to grab a cup of coffee and join 
us for a casual Sunday morning chat. Each week, we’ll look back at the Behold 
devotion sent out the previous Monday morning. Together we’ll share our 
thoughts, stories, and everyday experiences with that weeks; challenge question. 
Whether you read it on Monday or just want to listen in, you are welcome here as 
we build our faith and community together! 
 
Youth Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 20th at 11 am. We invite any 
Youth going into 7th-12th grade and their parents to discuss upcoming events 
through the ELCA and our church Youth Group. We ask that parent(s)/guardian(s) 
accompany them and stay for the meeting. We will serve pizza for lunch. We will 
discuss if anyone is interested in helping in Sunday School, Hayride & Bonfire date, 
and the 2027 ELCA National Youth Gathering. Hope to see you there! 

http://estherlutheran.com/


  
9th grade Confirmation students will meet on Sunday, September 20th and Sunday, 
October 4th at 11 am. We will be planning your Confirmation worship service, 
answer any questions, pick out gowns, and run through your faith statements. 
Please turn in your faith statement to Jewel by October 1st. 
  

The Bell Tower is leaking and needs to be repaired. Because of the 
high reach and difficult area to work with, we do not have an exact 
idea of cost, but it could surpass $50,000. Please consider helping 
with this important and much needed repair. Help keep the bell 
ringing! Please send your donation to the church: 11019 625th Ave 

Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 or scan the QR code enclosed in the service attached. 
  

Vanco online giving platform is a great way to set up a scheduled 
giving plan for even when you cannot make it to church. Scan the 
QR code, go online to estherlutheran.com, go to the tab “ways to 
support Esther Lutheran Church” and click on the 
link https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZP4R or download the app 
Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement. Any questions please ask Mandy 
Arvidson. 

 
Spruce Hill Church Open House is Saturday, October 3rd. The Open House will run 
12:00-4:00 pm featuring live music from Brad Lambrecht at 1:00-2:00 pm on the 
church’s historic reed organ. Come see behind the scenes of the current 
restoration and repair work at Spruce Hill Church, located at 12553 Ottertail Trail 
NE, Miltona. 
 

We welcome you to join in the weekly “Behold the New Has 
Come” devotions available on our 
website estherlutheran.com on the “Behold” tab.  Devotions are 
posted to the website and emailed out each Monday.  If you are 
not currently on the email list and want to be, please notify 
Mandy in the office. Each weekly devotion includes a challenge 
for the week.  This past week’s challenge is:   
  

I encourage you today to think about how you are using your authority, your 
passion and your voice to recognize your neighbor. The one across the street, the 

http://estherlutheran.com/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZP4R
http://estherlutheran.com/


one in the next town over, the one who doesn’t look like you and the one who 
needs you and your love.  How will you carry your call to love your neighbor into 
the world today? 
  
We hope these devotions and weekly challenges will inspire conversations and 
stories that we can share with one another as, together, we grow in faith through 
this initiative. 
  
Fall Conference Gatherings: Conference 5: October 15th at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in Moorhead, MN and Conference 8 at Grace Lutheran in Brandon, MN. 
  
Ice Cream Still Available! If you missed the Ice Cream Social, you are in luck! We 
still have individual cups of ice cream available in the basement kitchen freezer. 
Feel free to help yourself and place your donation in the box provided. Suggested 
donations: $2.50 per cup or 5 cups for $10. 

  
You belong here. We believe that each person has unique gifts, are 

created in God’s image, and is a beloved child of God. We welcome you 
to join us each week to share in the community of faith at Esther - 

“Knowing Christ - making Christ known through faith, hope and love”. If 
you would like to become a member of Esther, please contact Mandy in 

the church office at 218-338-2171 or secretary@estherlutheran.net or Jewel 
Townsend at 320-760-2503 or jewellht17@gmail.com.  

Esther Lutheran Church, ELCA 
11019 625th Ave, Parkers Prairie, MN 56361 - Telephone:218-338-2171 

Website:estherlutheran.com 
Email: secretary@estherlutheran.net 
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