
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 3rd, 2026 

Esther Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Making Christ Known Through Faith, Hope, and Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes 

Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s 

house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 

Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us 

out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen 

Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

PRELUDE 

BELL 

WELCOME 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 



P:  We have been chosen by God: 

C:  A royal priesthood; a holy nation. 

P:  Once we were not a people, 

C:  But now we are God’s people. 

P:  Once we had not received mercy, 

C:  But now we have received mercy. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

 mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

 

P:  We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 

  Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

P:  Merciful God, 

 

C:  Give us the willingness to be honest with ourselves, with one another, 

and with you about the ways in which we have caused harm in this 

world. Give us the openness to see where our actions or failures to act 

have led to pain in those closest to us and in those far away. Do not let 

us sink further into self-harm through self-blame and hatred, but give 

us the courage to set right our wrongs, and to return to you again and 

again for forgiveness. 

 

P:  The risen God has raised you to newness of life in Jesus’ name. You are in 

Christ a new creation, and God forgives you every wrong. Celebrate with all 

of creation a world redeemed and lavish the love you have received on all 

that is.  

 

C:  Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN: “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” (ELW 645) 

 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 

 Christ, our head and cornerstone, 

 chosen of the Lord and precious, 

 binding all the church in one; 



 holy Zion's help forever 

 and our confidence alone. 

 

2 To this temple, where we call you, 

 come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 

 come, with all your lovingkindness, 

 hear your people as they pray; 

 and your fullest benediction 

 shed within these walls today. 

 

3 Here bestow on all your servants 

 what they seek from you to gain; 

 what they gain from you, forever 

 with the blessed to retain; 

 and hereafter in your glory 

 evermore with you to reign. 

 

4 Praise and honor to the Father, 

 praise and honor to the Son, 

 praise and honor to the Spirit, 

 ever three and ever one: 

 one in might and one in glory 

 while unending ages run! 

 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

 

 

*GREETING: 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

KYRIE: sung (ELW pg. 203) 

 

1 Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

 We come to hear your living Word; it saves us from despair. 

 

2 Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

 Pour out your grace and make us whole, that new life may begin. 

 

3 Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. 

 Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 



 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: “Glory Be To God In Heaven” (ELW pg. 204) 

1 Glory be to God in heaven; 

peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, 

Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, 

we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; 

here on earth our songs we raise. 

2 Glory be to Christ forever, 

Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, 

you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; 

now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; 

in your promise firm we stand. 

 

3 Holy One we now acclaim you; 

Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, 

throned on high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, 

in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, 

glory be to God on high! 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

P:  Loving God,  

C:  You have prepared a place for us which we have never seen, and yet 

believe exists. Give us faith, hope and vision to trust in your 

resurrection promise, that we might join you in your heavenly kingdom 

in the fullness of time, together with our risen savior Jesus. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 



FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the 

apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than 

distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first 

martyr of the faith. 

 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the 

heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they 

covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then 

they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid 

their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 

Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and 

cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 

said this, he died. Here ends the first reading. 

 

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16  ~ Congregation reads the bold 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in 

your righteousness. 

 
2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 

 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my 

stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 

 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my 

tower of strength.  

 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of 

truth. 

 
15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and 

from those who persecute me. 

 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” 

 

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:2-10 



Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We 

are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy 

of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 

into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a 

living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 

and 5like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For 

it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 

precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7This honor, then, 

is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that 

makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they 

disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen people, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim 

the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Here ends the second reading.  

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia”  (ELW pg. 205) 

 

Alleluia!  Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia!  Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 

GOSPEL READING: JOHN 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. 

As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on 

their behalf. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 

where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and 



the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip 

said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to 

him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 

does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 

you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever 

you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name 

you ask me for anything, I will do it.” The Gospel of the Lord… Thanks be to 

God! 

 

Please be seated 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME & SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (ELW 810) 
 

1 O Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 remain forever near me, 

 my master and my friend. 

 I shall not fear the battle 

 if you are by my side, 

 nor wander from the pathway 

 if you will be my guide. 

 

2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 

 the world is ever near. 

 I see the sights that dazzle, 

 the tempting sounds I hear. 

 My foes are ever near me, 

 around me and within; 

 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 

 to shield my soul from sin. 

 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 

 in accents clear and still 



 above the storms of passion, 

 the murmurs of self-will. 

 Now speak to reassure me, 

 to hasten or control; 

 now speak and make me listen, 

 O Guardian of my soul. 

 

4 O Jesus, you have promised 

 to all who follow you 

 that where you are in glory 

 your servant shall be too. 

 And Jesus, I have promised 

 to serve you to the end; 

 oh, give me grace to follow, 

 my master and my friend. 

 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

Last Response Sing: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  (ELW 752) 

 

L:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

  A brief silence. 

 

L:  The stone which was once cast away is now the most important one of all. 

Show us the value in those whom the world doesn’t value, and the glory in 

living a life of humility, in honor of our savior. Holy God, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

L:  You have been with us all this time, O God, and still we act like we don’t 

know you. We ignore those in need. We disrespect your creation. We waste 

your resources. We hoard what you meant to be shared with all. Bring us 

back to wholeness with ourselves, our world, our neighbors and you. Holy 

God, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Teach us to listen to and respect those with different ideas, backgrounds and 

faiths. Show us that you are one creator with many names, and that you love 

all your children, even when we fail to. Holy God, 



C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

L:  Heal this world and those who cry out to you in pain or suffering, especially 

Jerry, Bruce, Cheryl, Chris, Kristy, Ricky, Larry, Joan, Dennis, Lois, Dale, 

Bev, Gary, Shirley, Joyce, Kathy, Allison, Becky, Kim, Cadence, Sara, 

Barb, Connie, and Leroy. Holy God,    

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

L:  You have promised that if we ask anything in Jesus’ name you will do it. 

Give us wisdom to ask for what pleases you most, and mercy to receive only 

what we truly need. For the sake of Jesus. 

 

C:  Lord, listen to your children praying, 

  Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

  Lord, listen to your children praying, 

  send us love, send us power, send us grace. Amen.  
 

Please stand as you are able 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED: (ELW pg. 217) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

 on the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 



*PEACE: 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Please be seated 

 

OFFERING 

We thank you for our gifts of time, talent, and treasure that help this 

congregation, to continue our ministry together, and to make Christ known in 

our communities and the world. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” vs. 3 (ELW 367) 

 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

 set heart and will on things above 

 that we conquer through your triumph; 

 grant grace sufficient for life's day 

 that by our lives we truly say: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

P:  O God, 

C: We are your people and we have received your mercy. Move us to show 

mercy to others, to be generous with our plenty, and compassionate to 

the voiceless and disadvantaged. Bless these gifts we offer in 

thanksgiving for your grace which knows no end, through Jesus Christ 

we pray. Amen. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING: spoken  (ELW pg. 206)   

P:  The Lord be with you.   

C:  And also with you 



P:  Lift up your hearts.    

C:  We lift our hearts to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: sung “Remember Now My Children”  

 

The night of His betrayal, our Lord took bread. 

He broke it and he blessed it, and then he said, 

“My body given for you is what this means, 

remember now my children what you have seen.” 

 

And then He took the chalice, and raised it high. 

“My body broken for you, a full supply… 

a covenant, a promise, a cleansing stream. 

Remember now, my children, what you have seen.” 

We share this food together, remembering Christ; 

we share a common treasure and know the price; 

we share it without measure, a gift of love; 

we share our life forever, with God above. 

 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER: spoken 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Do not let your hearts be troubled. God has already redeemed the world, and 

holds all creation and all people in a loving, merciful embrace. Come now to 

the table where your hearts will be fed on the word and the words of life; 

join in the feast of our risen savior! 

 

COMMUNION 

The acolytes, ushers, organist and those assisting with communion should come 

forward at this time and receive communion. Following the assistants, we 



celebrate Holy Communion continuous. The ushers will direct you. We 

welcome all to the Lord’s Table where we experience the unity that God intends 

for all people. There are gluten free wafters and apple juice available. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (ELW 631) 

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav'n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 



 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:  “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” (ELW 520) 

 

1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 

 we have come again to hear you; 

 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 

 and in glowing faith be near you 

 as the promises here given 

 draw us wholly up to heaven. 

 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

 lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

 till your Spirit breaks the night, 

 filling us with light unclouded. 

 All good thoughts and all good living 

 come but by your gracious giving. 

 

3 Radiance of God's glory bright, 

 Light of light from God proceeding, 

 Jesus, send your blessed light; 

 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

 that our prayers and songs may please you, 

 as with grateful hearts we praise you. 

 

4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

 praise to you and adoration! 

 Grant us what we need the most: 

 all your gospel's consolation 

 while we here on earth await you, 

 till in heav'n with praise we greet you. 

 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt. 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:  



P: Holy One, 

C: Through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 

all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

*BLESSING: 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

*SENDING SONG: “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” (ELW 389) 

 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 

 to distant years in Palestine, 

 but saving, healing, here and now, 

 and touching ev’ry place and time. 

 

3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 

 where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

 and lives, where even hope has died. 

 

4 Women and men, in age and youth, 

 can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  

 and find the way, the life, the truth, 

 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

 good news to this and every age, 



 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

*DISMISSAL: 

P:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Jerry Anderson   Kristy Fyhrie  

Larry Sather   Joan Burquest   

Dennis Rosenquist  Lois Rosenquist   

Ricky Hart   Sara Skoglund 

Leroy Olson – father of Becky Arvidson 

Cheryl Farber – mother of Melissa Schlosser 

Rev. Bruce Miller- father of Karin Wagner 

Barb Peterson -friend of the Thoms 

Dale Flemming – father of Laurie Ratajesak 

Gary Borst – friend of the Andersons 

Shirley Nesges – friend of the Thoms 

Bev Lorine – mother of Mandy Arvidson 

Joyce Muyres – friend of the Thoms 

Bev Guse-Ohlrech – friend of the Pedersons 

Allison Dotzler – friend of Kathy Mittag 

Cadence Smith – friend of Mandy Arvidson 

Becky Yttrie – friend of the Townsends 

Kim Casavan – friend of Mandy Arvidson 

Kathy Wilkins – friend of the Thoms  

Connie Pesta – sister of Dick Thom 

Family and Friends of: Sarah Pomeranz, David Anderson, Katie Jahnke, Colleen 

Burquest, Doug Tvedt, Alma Robinson, Jerry Pogose, Terry Burns, Wayne Lund, 

Bruce Carter, and Inez Nelson 

 

THIS WEEK AT ESTHER 

Sunday, May 3 – Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Fellowship Before & After Worship  

10 am – Worship w/Holy Communion led by SAM Jewel Townsend - For fun 

wear your Kentucky Derby inspired hat to church 

2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 



Monday,  May 4th 

5:30 pm – VBS Planning Meeting at church  

 

Wednesday, May 6th   

6 pm – Confirmation End of Year Mentor, Family & Student Potluck 

 

Sunday, May 10th - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday Fellowship Before & After Worship  

8:30 am - WELCA 

10 am – Worship led by Pr. Ken Bowman  

2 pm – Worship at St. William’s 

 

SERVING IN MAY 

Pastor: May 3- SAM Jewel Townsend, May 10 - Pr. Ken Bowman,  

May 17 - Pr. Dennis Preston, May 24- Pr. Brigitte, May 31- Megan Townsend 

Organists: Marcia Guenther & Brad Lambrecht 

Altar Care: Donna Pederson 

Usher: Brady Arvidson 

Acolyte: NEED VOLUNTEER 

Lay Reader: Terri Grinager 

Communion Assistant: NEED VOLUNTEER 

Birthday Card Sender: Linda Arvidson 

 

*NEWS AND NOTES* 

 

Reminder to wear your Kentucky Derby inspired hat to church on Sunday!  

 

VBS Planning Meeting will be on Monday, May 4th at 5:30 pm at church. All are 

welcome! 

 

Immanuel Parkers Prairie LWML invites everyone to a National Day of Prayer 

Service on May 7th at 6:30 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Parkers Prairie. 

Fellowship and refreshments will follow the service. 

 

Women’s Night Out will be on Monday, May 11. More info to come! 

 

VBS Prep Night will be held on May 13th at 6 pm at church.  

 

Parkers Prairie High School Student Council is planning for its annual 

Day of Caring on Friday, May 22nd. The students of PPHS will be ready, willing, 



and able to help out in the community.  If you would like help with spring clean up 

or have a special project that needs to get done in the Parkers Prairie, Urbank, and 

Miltona area, contact PPHS Student Council Advisor David O'Brien 

at dobrien@pp.k12.mn.us.  

 

The Widows & Singles Share & Care Group of Immanuel will meet on Friday, 

May 15th at 1 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Parkers Prairie.  They will be 

carpooling to Cherry Grove Market in Browerville and visiting other area Amish 

Greenhouses. 

 

The Esther Caring Ministry will have packaged meals available in the kitchen 

freezer for you to take to anyone who could use a meal to nurture their body and 

spirit. 

 

If you would like to donate a meal, please: 

• Place the meal in an airtight, freezer-safe container 

• Label the meal with its name and any major allergens 

• Include the date the meal was prepared and frozen 

• Provide cooking instructions (whether it needs to be fully cooked, for how long 

and at what temp, or just needs to be thawed and reheated) 

Meals will be kept in the freezer for no more than three months, so please place 

newer items toward the bottom to help with rotation.  

 

GIFT OF PLANNING EVENT 

Join us at Esther on Tuesday, June 9 at 6:00 PM for an evening of food, 

fellowship, and thoughtful conversation about planning for the future to provide 

the ultimate gift to yourself and your loved ones: peace of mind. 

What to expect: 

• Representatives from Lind Family Funeral Home will guide us through end-

of-life planning. 

• Jewel Townsend will share a Funeral Planning Packet to help you document 

your wishes and personal story for loved ones. 

• Christy Hart will offer practical tips for organizing financial and vital 

information, making it easier to access and understand—both now and in the 

future. 

• We’ll be grilling burgers and brats, so please bring a dish to share as we 

gather for a meaningful and informative night. 

 

mailto:dobrien@pp.k12.mn.us


What a Mess! VBS at Esther will be held June 14th-18th starting each evening 

with supper at 5:30 pm with lessons, music, crafts, and worship from 6-8 pm. For 

more information contact the church office at secretary@estherlutheran.net. Be 

sure to invite friends, grandkids, cousins, and neighbors to join in the fun! 

 

Note from the Council: Looking for donations of flowers for the graves. Also, if 

anyone is interested, please make up some wooden cross stakes for the flowers.  

We need to replace many of the ones we have. Any questions, please ask any 

member of the Council. 

 

Check out the Esther Calendar on our website to stay up to date on 

everything happening!   

Go to: 

estherlutheran.com and click on “Esther Calendar.” 

 

You belong here. We believe that each person has unique gifts, are created in 

God’s image, and is a beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us each week 

to share in the community of faith at Esther - “Knowing Christ - making Christ 

known through faith, hope and love”. If you would like to become a member of 

Esther, please contact Mandy in the church office at 218-338-2171 or 

secretary@estherlutheran.net or Jewel Townsend at 320-760-2503 or 

jewellht17@gmail.com. 
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Website:estherlutheran.com 

Email: secretary@estherlutheran.net Facebook: facebook.com/estherlutheran/ 

Copy Right Permission From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. NL Worship Resources Copyright © 2026 

Clergy StuffTM. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained 

from ONE LICENSE, License # 738226A All rights reserved.” Permission to 

reproduce hymns obtained from ONE License 8 26 License # 738226-A 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from CCLI, 

License # 2099169 All rights reserved.” Permission to reproduce hymns obtained 

from CCLI License # 20991626 

 

 

mailto:jewellht17@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@estherlutheran.net

